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Preface
This special issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics consists of invited papers that
are based on talks given at a conference on Ordinal and Symbolic Data Analysis
(OSDA98) that was held at the University of Massachusetts in Amherst, MA, USA on
September 28–30, 1998. As indicated by the contents of the volume, the participation
in this conference was broad based and interdisciplinary. The organizing committee
consisted of E. Diday (Paris), M. F. Janowitz (Amherst), and R. Wille (Darmstadt).
The organizers wish to acknowledge the support that was provided by the College
of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, the Graduate School, and the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics of the University of Massachusetts.
The conference itself was a continuation of a sequence of conferences that started
with two conferences on Ordinal Data Analysis held in March, 1992 at the Tech-
nische Hochschule Darmstadt, and October, 1993 at the University of Massachusetts
(Amherst). It continued with the International Conference on Ordinal and Symbolic
Data Analysis (OSDA95) held at the Ecole Nationale Sup:erieure des
T:el:ecommunications (Paris) and the Ordinal and Symbolic Data Analysis (OSDA97) in
March, 1997 at TH Darmstadt. The most recent conference in this series (OSDA2000)
was held at the University of Brussels (ULB), and the next one (OSDA2003) will be
held at the University of California, Irvine.
The general theme of these conferences is motivated by the fact that ordinal and
symbolic data occur quite frequently, but theoretical and practical tools for handling
such data are not su>ciently developed. As can be seen from the Table of Contents,
the papers in this volume view both ordinal and symbolic data analysis in a very broad
sense. They range from abstract theoretical models, to the development of algorithms,
to a discussion of the underlying philosophy of data analysis, to survey papers, to the
announcement of results applied to real world situations. Among other disciplines, the
authors include mathematicians, computer scientists, and researchers in the behavioral
sciences. The represented interests, approaches and results are quite diverse, and the
cross-fertilization provided by the various approaches has produced lasting and mean-
ingful working relationships, the results of which have extended far beyond the con?nes
of the original conference.
The conference itself consisted of close to 40 papers including three tutorials. The
papers in this volume were carefully selected, and were thoroughly refereed, using the
high standards required for publication in Discrete Applied Mathematics. The organizers
wish to thank Nelly Segal for her invaluable editorial assistance, and to Peter Hammer
the editor of Discrete Applied Mathematics for providing this opportunity to us for
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making available the results of the OSDA98 conference. And of course none of this
would be possible without the tireless eForts of several referees.
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